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No. 6.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 673 

Professor Simmel of the University of Berlin has succeeded by drawing 
a fruitful distinction between the content or purposes of human groupings 
and their 'form.' Each of the types of interest that men's groupings 
promote is already treated by a special social science, e. g. , economics, 
politics, jurisprudence, ethics, comparative religion, etc. There is left, 
however, the modes of relation and modes of interaction involved in the 
associations of men for the advancing of their various interests. Simmel 
sees here his opportunity and carves out his sociology by cutting right 
across the other social sciences. Thus, taking secrecy as a ' form ' or 
incident of association, Simmel shows how secrecy naturally begets ritual 
and graduated initiation, whether the group be a Greek -letter fraternity or 
a band of conspirators. Again, studying the implications of conflict, he 
shows that, whatever be the purpose of a group, conflict, if it does not 
break up the group, centralizes and toughens it, gives it a sharper bound- 
ary, and a larger authority over its individual members. 

The ' forms of socialization ' examined by Simmel are size of group, 
conflict, secrecy, superiority and subordination, interlacing with other 
groups, the self-maintenance of the group, relations of society to space, 
and the enlargement of the group with consequent development of indi- 
viduality. In both structure and matter the work is highly original. The 
line of interpretation is throughout psychological, and much of the analysis 
is ingenious and illuminating. The author's conclusions are based, not on 
an a priori philosophy, but on primary observation, reinforced by wide 
researches into the history of particular associations. Political groupings 
figure largely in the book, and Simmel's fresh and penetrating analysis 
will surely be found to be one of the indispensable foundations of political 
science. 

Although the style is prolix and the book would not have suffered if it 
had been made half its present size, Simmel's work is a great piece of 
construction and will have to be reckoned with in many quarters. 

Edward Alsworth Ross. 
University of Wisconsin. 
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